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WHEN YOU HAVE OVER 200 OF ONE MODEL ON THE 

WATER YOU ARE BOUND TO MAKE A FEW CHANGES 

ON THE WAY, AS WE DISCOVERED WHEN LOOKING 

OVER MOANALUA II, THE 99TH FLEMING 55 TO 

LEAVE THE YARD.

M
oanalua II was built in 2000 and reflects the lasting 
beauty of the traditional lines that have made the 
Fleming name so renowned in the world of trawlers. 

Despite its age, the vessel is still in outstanding condition, a 
testamont on the build quality of the Taiwan based yard.
The design and layout really lends itself to serious cruising and 

it’s a vessel that you would quite happily live aboard for extensive 
periods. Right from the large accommodation areas forward to 
the practical wheelhouse and user friendly saloon and galley area, 
Moanalua II makes you feel at home.
The Fleming 55 is a three-stateroom boat and typical of Taiwan 
yacht building of the era, there is lots of interior teak. The forward 
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master stateroom has a teak and holly sole, deep hanging lockers 
and loads of storage compartments. There is a good size  en suite 
with a Corian bench surface and walk-in shower. Overhead and 
side ports provide good natural light and ventilation. 
The port guest stateroom can be offered with twin or one large 
double berth and also an optional slide-out upper berth. In 

Moanalua II the owner has chosen two single berths and like the 
master stateroom is abundant with lockers and storage areas. 
Fleming have made great use of every little ‘nock and cranny’ 
which for anyone into cruising for extensive periods is certainly 
important. While most Fleming 55’s utilise a third guest cabin on 
the starboard side, in Moanalua II this is used as a small office.

DOUBLE SLIDING 
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TOP LEFT: THE 

SPACE AND 

AMENITIES ON 

THE MAIN SALOON 

LEVEL ARE TRULY 

HOMELY.

TOP RIGHT:

THE WHEELHOUSE 

PROVIDES A 

DEDICATED 

CONTROL STATION 

AND INCLUDES A 

DASH BIG ENOUGH 

TO HANDLE A 

VAST ARRAY 

OF ELECTRONIC 

SCREENS.

RIGHT: THE 

FORWARD 

MASTER 

STATEROOM HAS 

A TEAK AND 

HOLLY SOLE, 

DEEP HANGING 

LOCKERS 

AND LOADS 

OF STORAGE 

COMPARTMENTS.

The space and amenities on the main saloon level are truly homely 
and there is a natural ambiance that makes you want to stay 
and relax. The design is practical yet elegant with spacious wide 
windows and a unbroken sightline from the galley through the 
wide opening doors to the covered cockpit.
Forward, the U shape galley features a large Corian bench top to 
serve all those hungry guests and is well equipped with a side by 
side fridge/freezer, convection microwave oven, ceramic bench 
hob and trash bin. Fleming have kept the overhead storage lockers 
above eye level to keep that open look. Anyone working in the 
galley will not feel left out!
You can relax on an L shape settee with a combination coffee/
dining table and a couple of loose cane tub chairs to complete the 
dining experience. Everywhere you look you can not help but be 
impressed with the attention to detail and fine craftsmanship of 
the woodwork and joinery. Fleming have developed a skilled group 
of craftsman over the years and despite Moananlua II’s age it still 
looks pristine. A range of cabinets are found down the starboard 
side and there’s a small flat screen TV and provision made for the 
drinks cabinet and glass storage.
Double sliding doors open to a unobtrusive cockpit with a 
secondary helm station and a stainless ladder for overhead access. 
There are wide bulwarks that lead to the Portuguese bridge and 
anchoring area, with doors either side of the wheelhouse. 
The wheelhouse provides a dedicated control station and includes 
a dash big enough to handle a vast array of electronic screens. You 
get the feeling you are on a small ship and this is encouraged by 
the handling of the boat. The port side settee is certain to be a well 
utilised area when cruising and there is also a solid dining table. 
Great place to have the evening meal or a casual lunch.
The flying bridge has seating for eleven and a separate boat deck 
with a davit crane. Internal stairs lead from the wheel house as 
well as extra access from the cockpit ladder.
Moanalua II is powered by twin Cummins QSC8.3/500hp engines 
which return a top speed around ?? knots @  2800 rpm. The 55s 
semi displacement hull form features a very fine entry and a 12 
degree deadrise at the transom. The result is  an efficient cruise 
speed around 8 to 10 knot. The generous topside flare provides a 
nice dry ride in a head sea. 
With a 3880 litre fuel capacity the Moanalua II has range to 
cross the Tasman or cruise to the Islands. The engine room is 
very impressive with dedicated wiring and meticulous detail in all 
engineering areas.

Evolution  of a Classic

Released in 1986, the Fleming 55 is a boat that has gone through 
an interesting evolution and whilst from a distance they may 

look fundamentally the same boat, they have undergone a whole 
succession of improvements as designer Tony Fleming has worked 
tirelessly in his drive for perfection. The changes may be subtle or 
they may be significant, but beyond all they are well conceived. 
They are the result of a combination of ideas from the designer, 
the owners and dealers, so there is a steady flow of input, which 
results in the Fleming 55 continually evolving. Importantly, many 
of the changes can be retrofitted to earlier models. Improvements 
in equipment and systems have made the boats better, safer and 
more comfortable.
Fleming yachts prefers to refer to its boats by build numbers rather 
than years and because of that has kept a very detailed record of 
the changes over the years. If you buy a new Fleming 55 today you 
will have a hull number somewhere around 205.
Fleming Yachts builds about 19 boats a year, and, on average, 
there are about ten changes made in each boat. So in the span of 
three years, for example, there are 30 boats built, reflecting about 
300 changes. Similar yet different doesn’t begin to describe the 
vastly improved boat.

Three-Stateroom Boat

The Fleming 55 is a three-stateroom boat, with wide side decks 
and a large covered aft cockpit. Right from the earliest of boats, 
the 55 was destined for change. With hull no. 39, the platform 
was replaced with a fibreglass structure, a step that signified a 
shift away from maintenance-intensive teak. Stainless steel and 
fibreglass replaced teak in such areas as trim and exterior door 
frames. That process continues today, with an optional non-skid 
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THE U SHAPE 

GALLEY 

FEATURES A 

LARGE CORIAN 

BENCH TOP 

TO SERVE ALL 

THOSE HUNGRY 

GUESTS.

THE FLYING 

BRIDGE HAS 

SEATING FOR 

ELEVEN AND A 

SEPARATE BOAT 

DECK WITH A 

DAVIT CRANE.

foredeck in lieu of the standard teak foredeck.
With hull no. 43, the air conditioning compressors were moved 
from outboard and forward of the engines to the lazarette. This 
opened up the engine room and made room for a proper instal-
lation of the boat’s active fin stabilisers. It also made the air 
conditioning extremely serviceable in a cool location with great 
access.
On that boat, Fleming introduced generator gas/water separator 
mufflers, which really quietened down the boat, with no more 
gushing of genset exhaust out the side of the boat. (With hull no. 
125, he further moved the mufflers out of the lazarette and placed 
them in the engine room, eliminating long hose runs and making 
the boat even quieter.)
The marine electronics explosion during the 1990s made us hunger 
for more electronics console real estate, especially with the intro-
duction of large flat-panel displays. This was acknowledged on 
hull no. 44, in which the pilothouse console was redesigned to 
allow a better viewing angle for the new technology displays that 
were coming out by mid-’95. It made the pilothouse even better.
The next big milestones showed up on hull no. 57. The 1,000-
gallon steel fuel tanks were replaced with fibreglass tanks, 
removing the possibility of corrosion, rust, and broken welds. The 
fire-retardant fibreglass tanks also include a moulded-in sump in 
each tank with fittings into the fuel system.
On this same hull, Fleming introduced Portuguese bridge doors to 
improve access and egress in tidal situations where the side decks 
were too low to reach terra firma safely.
The change in tank technology continued, and on hull no. 60, the 
stainless-steel water tanks were switched to polyethylene; there 
are now four easily removed water tanks instead of two large 
metal tanks.
An easily accessed drain fitting was plumbed into the water system 
to bleed stale water out of the polyethylene tanks. Potable water 
drains into the bilge, exercises the bilge pumps and switches, and 
cleans the bilge at the same time. That’s a good idea for a large 
cruising boat that carries 1100 litres of water, and many Flemings 
are also equipped with a watermaker.
On the very next boat, no. 61, Fleming raised quality up another 
notch. The boat got a 220VAC system to replace 110VAC service. 
This upgrade allows for a single shore power cord, while providing 
juice for a 220-volt dryer and other appliances. The change was 
done without reducing the size of the boat’s wiring, so the safety 
factor was increased. In addition to the electrical upgrade, Whale 
pipefitting plumbing was installed for better locking and more 
serviceable connectors throughout the boat’s water system.
Around the same time period, larger marine electronic displays 
were installed on the flybridge, as Tony increased the size of the 
flybridge helm console to accommodate more electronics and 
newer, integrated engine gauges that took up less space.
The changes in electrical systems continued, and by hull no. 70, 
the 12VDC system changed to 24VDC. This made for more efficient 
voltage with less amperage, as more equipment became available 
in 24 volts.
The focus on flybridge utility continued to evolve in Tony Fleming’s 
mind, and he redesigned the flybridge console once again on the 
next hull (no. 71) to get it even better.
Over the next series of boats, Fleming installed large fibreglass 
covers over the Aquadrive thrust bearings, which contribute to 
Fleming’s reputation for quiet, smooth operation. These covers 
offer secure seating for those who are servicing mechanical 
equipment and keep them safely away from large, rotating 
driveline components with protruding bolts.
In 1999, Fleming built hull no. 87. In a significant milestone for 
the boat, the entire deck structure was redesigned, with new helm 
console, helm chair bases, non-skid decking to replace teak, better 
roof drains, and a host of other improvements. It was a major 
upgrade that reflected lots of ideas and input from the Fleming 
community.
Another huge change was in the engine room. The venerable 
Caterpillar 3208 diesel engines, no longer able to meet newer 
emissions standards, were retired. The engines proved very reliable, 
were serviceable anywhere in the world, and were popular with 

owners, but they became extinct as technology rose to meet the 
challenges of a cleaner world.
The replacement choice was the Cummins 450hp diesel engine. 
The Cummins’ gear-driven power takeoff was perfect to power the 
hydraulics for the stabilizers and was compliant with forthcoming 
emissions regulations. While figuring out the engine changes, 
Fleming saw an opportunity to transform the engine room. His 
revised floorboards provided 20mm of additional headroom, and 
the entry door from the lazarette was also made wider for better 
entry.
On hull no. 90, the showers became moulded fibreglass units, 
eliminating seams and making them easier to keep clean. This 
boat also got a hatch treatment that came from Fleming’s efforts 
on his new Fleming 75. He drew that larger sistership’s hatches 
with rounded corners, and this aesthetically pleasing design style 
was quickly incorporated into his other boats, so all Fleming 55s 
from no. 90 on have lovely rounded corners on all their exterior 
hatches. The squared-off hatches of earlier boats look positively 
antique by comparison.
While thinking about hatch improvements, Tony replaced the two 
engine room hatches in the saloon with three hatches that give an 
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extra 50mm of added headroom between the engines by moving 
the hatch beam supports. He also recessed side-deck cleats into 
bulwarks, so you can’t walk into them. They also look great. 
Interior appointments were next on the list, so with hull no. 112, 
all interior cabinets were crafted with raised panels rather than 
flat doors. The look adds a touch of elegance in an interior that 
is already so. Hull no. 112 also got the first electronic engine 
controls.
In 2002, engine technology made big steps forward into the 
electronics age. The Cummins engines were upgraded on hull no. 
125 to the new electronic versions, rated at 480hp. Along with 
that change came Fleming’s second-generation generator muffler 
design, which separates exhaust gases out the transom.
Hull no. 132 got a hugely improved inverter and backup electrical 
system, using the latest in charger technology. Each engine drives 
a 110-amp, 24-volt Leece Neville alternator, and both can simulta-
neously or independently charge the batteries, connected through 
a Balmar multistage regulator.
The Fleming moulds were getting tired by this point, so a new set 
of moulds was created to build hull no. 136. Interestingly, Fleming 
had the chance to change the hull shape as he saw fit, but he 
opted to change very little—a testament to his original design 
work. What worked stayed put.
The little things continued to go aboard as ideas were turned into 
reality. Gas struts were installed on all hatches for hull no. 141, 
and on all boats since.
On hull no. 157, Fleming gave the boat deck an extreme makeover 
for the third time, providing even more console space for instru-
mentation, adding 200mm to the cockpit overhang, extending the 
cockpit hatch for better access, installing stronger tender mounts, 
and making a larger access hatch from the pilothouse.
The next generation Cummins diesel, rated at 490hp, was installed 
on that boat, as diesel engine technology continued to march 
forward.
On hull no. 170, we found highly polished stainless-steel mirrors 
mounted on the inboard side of the fuel tanks, reflecting the 
outboard side of each engine – a nice touch for a quick peek at 
the other side of the engine.
An aft control station was added on the aft end of the boat deck 
to allow precise boat control while docking, and this improvement 
is being retrofit to older boats as a popular solution for better 
boat handling.
Also added was a new hydraulic booming and luffing davit that 

allows the operator to position the davit over the tender and 
manoeuvre with complete control, no longer limited by a fixed-
length davit boom or by balance issues.
Hull no. 173 got infinitely adjustable pilothouse doors, teak on the 
cabin doors instead of Formica and the swim step ladder had the 
sharp corners rounded off. Small detail, but it is all part of Tony 
Fleming’s policy of continual improvement.
Gas detectors in the cabins and saloon were installed in hull no. 
180 and from hull no. 183 the props were given ½” less pitch – 
new size = 31" diameter x 30" pitch. The electrics continued to 
be upgraded and through the next few boats the gensets were 
changed to be 24V starting and a new AC System (50Hz) was 
fitted for European boats.  The overhead LED lights were changed 
to 12V so they could then run from a back-up power supply so 
there was emergency lighting in event of a power failure.
By hull no. 187 there was some more tweaking both inside and 
out, with such changes as the starboard head having a fixed 
granite sole the same as the port head, new Cummins start/stop 
harness and termination resistors to segregate engines were fitted, 
the starboard side handrail was shortened so the davit could rotate 
90° outboard and the port cabin bed drawers were made deeper. 
Everything was done to make life on board more pleasant.
The Fleming 55 started to see a little more GRP used with hull no. 
188 having a new honeycomb composite sandwich saloon sole 
which was stiffer, lighter and provided better sound insulation. 
The aft cockpit seat lids were changed from plywood to GRP in 
hull no. 189.
Over the next ten or so boats small improvements matched the 
changing trends in electronics and equipment with more stylish 
trim tab indicators, new engine view display screens and such 
small items as the aft shore power breakers were moved to be next 
to hatches for ease of use.
If you ever look seriously at the Fleming 55 as your ultimate 
cruising machine, pay no attention to model years, as they don’t 
really mean anything. Get two owners together, and they talk of 
hull numbers.
It’s hard to tell them apart, but once you understand the evolution 
of this classy and classic yacht, a boat ready to cruise anywhere 
in safety and comfort, you’ll understand why it remains one of the 
world’s favourite trawlers...er, cruising motor yachts.
Contact: NZ : Jason Snashall, Ph +64 21 929 592

Aust: Egil Paulsen, Ph +61 414 233 030 
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